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“The Gospel Gets Super-sized!”      Text – Acts 10:23b-11:18        OT Reading – Genesis 12:1-3 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
For some time now, scientists tell us that people have gotten a little taller, on average, than they were in the past.  And this is largely due to things like diet and exercise.  
Well, it would seem that growth upwards has reached something of a plateau.  And so now, we have started, instead, to spread out sideways.  
Particularly we in the Western world, are becoming what has been called the ‘super-sized generation’; wider, also, on average, than what we were.  

And this too, we are told, is also related to diet, but not in the good way that height is. 
In fact, I recall the first time my family and I went to a McDonalds after getting back from the USA.  We got our order and I looked down at the drinks and said to the person at the checkout, “excuse me, I ordered large.”  And she replied, “That is large.”  
You see, we had gotten used to the super-sized portions that are the norm in the USA.
Well, while Super-sizing is not a good thing in relation to food portions, it was exactly what was needed at this point in the history of the church.
Christ’s plan for the spread of the gospel was from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria to the ends of the earth.  It was a gospel plan of super-sized geography.  

No longer was the focus of God’s salvation to be just in and around Jerusalem.

Now it was to go out and cover the earth!
However, so far, the Apostles seem to be rather unclear as to where they fit into this plan.  
· Almost by accident, it seems, the gospel has gone out to the Samaritans.  But they, at least, were part Jewish. 
· But no one, it seems, is thinking about or preparing to take the gospel to the Gentiles.
And, as we have seen, this was largely the result of a century’s old, Jewish prejudice against Gentiles.

And yet, if we look, for example, at a passage such as Jeremiah 29:5 (turn there please), it may make us a little more sympathetic to the inertia, or lack of activity, that we see in the Apostles.  

For there Jeremiah is told by the Lord to write a letter to those in exile in Babylon.  And the letter says this, “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease.  Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.  Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper."
And so, having seen how the gospel is forcing Jews to flee from Jerusalem to other lands, it is at least probable that the Apostles thought that the gospel would bless the Gentiles as the Jews came to live in their cities.  
As God’s chosen and special people came to one town and then another, so blessing would come to that town because the Jews were there.
And indeed, the Jews had been God’s chosen and special people for the last 2000 years.  And while Jesus may have done away with the temple and the sacrifices, etc, surely God’s special relationship with the Jews would remain, wouldn’t it?  
Indeed, it is likely that the Apostles never even asked themselves that question; so ingrained in their psyche would have been the notion of them as God’s special people that the concept of that changing wouldn’t even have entered their thinking.
And so, 2000 years of tradition has become a giant obstacle to the progress of the gospel.  Something extraordinary will need to occur for the Apostles to catch God’s vision of a super-sized, gospel geography.
Well, Acts 10 is the extraordinary event.  We described it when we looked at the first half of the chapter as the Bible’s ‘Berlin Wall moment.’  
And we did so because in Ephesians 2 this event is described as Jesus making Jew and Gentile one, destroying “the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.”  

And from this point on, barring a few speed wobbles like Acts 11, there is no looking back.  It is full steam ahead for the super-sized, gospel geography. 
Now, you might think, at first, that we don’t need to spend too much time on a chapter like this because that wall has been broken down; that prejudice is over; there are no more barriers to the gospel.  
Sadly though, the truth is that so long as the church is made up of sinful human beings, there will continue to be barriers that get in the way of the gospel.
Mahatma Ghandi is perhaps the most famous Hindu of recent origin.  And in his younger years he spent some time studying in the United Kingdom.  There he read the gospels and began to seriously consider Christianity as a solution to the terrible caste system that divided people back home in India.  One Sunday he decided to attend church and to ask the minister there about salvation and other doctrines.  But as he entered, the ushers there refused to find him a seat and suggested that he go and worship elsewhere with his own people.  And so, Ghandi left and never came back.  He said, “If Christians have caste differences also, I might as well remain a Hindu.”  
In fact, in his later years he said, “I like your Christ.  I do not like your Christians.  They are so unlike Christ.”
And we ought to feel the pain of that wounding barb.  For we often are unlike Christ.  
Whether it be racial prejudice or something different, there are many barriers that can get in the way of the gospel.
And so, we too do well to pause and ponder the super-sizing of the gospel geography that occurs here in Acts 10.
Well, we saw last time that there are four main parts to this story.  Cornelius’ vision, Peter’s vision, Gentile church @ Caesarea, and Reaction in Jerusalem.  
And we looked at the first two last time.  Those servants sent by Cornelius had arrived at Simons’ house in Joppa.  They had been received by Peter and welcomed in as guests.  And we noted that this, already, was significant.  Gentiles were being hosted in a Jewish home.  Peter was now very close to being the ideal Jew for the beginning of Gentile missions.  

· And for the sake of illustration, because exactly which day it was we are not told, we pictured Cornelius as having sent his servants away on Monday afternoon.  
· And that means it would have been soon after midday on Tuesday that Peter welcomed them in.  
· And as v23 opens, we are told that they leave the next day, which is Wednesday in our timeline.  
· And from 11:12 we learn that Peter took 6 brothers with him.  
· And commentators suggest that there were six because they, together with Peter, made seven, which is the ideal number of witnesses to validate a case.  Peter’s extraordinary vision, perhaps, has suggested to him that it might be useful to have a good number of witnesses as clearly something unusual is about to happen.  
· Well, whatever the case, they arrive in Caesarea the next day, which is Thursday in our timeline.  
1. So Cornelius has now been waiting since Monday.  Clearly he would be a little nervous but still looking forward to whatever God has in store next.  
a. And in 11:14, we learn from Peter that Cornelius had been told that Peter would bring a “message,” which clearly means sermon in this context.  But Peter, you will notice, doesn’t know this.  As you can see, in 10:29, Peter asks Cornelius, “May I ask why you sent for me?”
b. But we will return to that in a moment.  Notice, first of all, a couple of things about this meeting between Cornelius and Peter.  
i. Firstly, remember that there is the whole Jew/Gentile tension hanging heavily in the air.  And Peter will soon allude to this in v28 where he explains that this meeting is not really kosher.
A. But it is clear that the Lord has brought them together.  Do they shake hands?  Do they embrace?  Should they?  
B. But remember, also, that Cornelius is a Roman centurion.  
1) He is a man used to authority structures and being shown respect.  He could have said that it was good that Peter as a peasant fisherman has responded, quickly, to his, Cornelius’s command!  
a) But no.   What does he do instead?  He falls down at Peter’s feet in reverence.  He recognizes that there is a higher authority at play here, and he humbles himself, even though this was not appropriate with Peter.  
2) Now, Peter could have, like the Pope in Rome does now, shown Cornelius the fisherman’s ring for him to kiss.  After all, he was an Apostle and a Jew.  
a) But any temptation to seek honour for himself is quickly overcome as Peter says, “Stand up … I am only a man myself.”  
i) Already, a large dent in Peter’s prejudice has been made as his words put Cornelius and his household at ease.
ii. But secondly, as we continue to think about Peter here, remember that he has had a vision of clean and unclean animals; three times.  And each time he refused the command to eat and was told not to call unclean what God had made clean.  But no explanation of this vision was given to him.  He was simply told by the Holy Spirit to go with the men who had come.  And has obeyed and now finds himself in the house of a Gentile soldier, still unsure as to why.  
A. And this is worth reflecting on ourselves.  Do you obey God’s commands even when you are unsure about why and what the outcome will be?  
1) For example, as we have seen throughout this sermon series, the Lord’s command is to share the gospel – 1 Peter 3:15, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”  
a) But none of us know what will happen when we do.  
i) It maybe that someone will embrace Christ at that very moment, but it maybe that there will be laughter or mocking or the end of a relationship.  
b) Nevertheless, as we consider Peter here, we see a man trusting in the power of Jesus Christ above everything else.
2. Well, we see from v29 that Peter has begun to understand the message of his vision.  He understands that he is no longer to call anyone impure or unclean.  That is why he has come, and has now come inside.  And so, he asks Cornelius why he has been invited.  

a. And Cornelius now provides the third account of his vision.  
i. We have the vision itself in 10:2-6, the account of it that the men who came to collect Peter gave in vv22-23, and now this one.  
ii. And it will be recounted again in 11:13-14 as Peter explains what has happened back in Jerusalem.  
iii. And even this fourfold repetition is important.  
A. The most important event in the whole Bible is the life and death of Jesus.  And so, we have four Gospels that record that event.  
B. Here too, then, the event that signals the irreversible super-sizing of the gospel’s geography is retold four times.  
iv. And Cornelius ends this account by saying that all those gathered are ready to hear the message that the Lord has commanded Peter to speak.
3. So Peter speaks.  Now, Peter is not unfamiliar with the gospel.  What is new though is a Gentile audience.  Now, the final pieces of his understanding of the vision are falling into place even as he begins to speak.  
a. For his whole life Peter has lived with a worldview that had the Jews as God’s favoured people, and the rest of the world as those God had rejected.  And, since around 2000 BC, God’s salvation focus had been almost exclusively directed toward Israel.  
i. But it was a focus that had grace at its basis.  
A. It was not that the Jews were more deserving in some way than the other nations.  
ii. And, in addition, even in God’s original promise to Abraham that established His relationship with the Jews, He had said that in time all the nations of the earth would be blessed through Abraham’s offspring.  
A. And Peter has even quoted that promise, already, in Acts 3.   But it is only now that he has come to see what that means.  He says, “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favouritism.”  
4. Now, we are not going to look at each line of Peter’s sermon or each line of his defense back in Jerusalem.  For by and large Peter preaches the same message that he has preached right throughout Acts.  Instead, we will simply note the main points that Peter speaks of.  
a. But before we do so, it may be useful to make a brief comment about v35.  For some angle in on this verse as a proof text for a salvation by works.  It says there, God “accepts men from every nation who fear Him and do what is right.”  
i. And at first glance that is how this verse seems to read.  
A. But if we look at the context, it is obvious that any form of salvation by works cannot be in view because of what Peter goes on to say.  
1) If all God was interested in was what we do, there would be no need for all that Peter says about Jesus.  
2) And clearly, what Peter says about Jesus is the heart and substance of his message.  
ii. But secondly, if we combine what Peter has said about favouritism with what he will say about Jesus, what v35 reveals is that while God has previously limited ‘acceptance’ to the Jews, now that acceptance will stretch out to include all the peoples of the earth.  
A. As ever, though, the basis of His ‘acceptance’ is not what they do, but faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
1) Romans 10:9, “If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.”
b. And so, it is the gospel of Jesus that Peter now preaches.  
i. To those who likely already know something of Jesus, he reviews Christ’s life in v38, His death in v39, His resurrection in vv40-41, His return as Judge and His command to preach the gospel in v42, and a one line summary of the gospel in v43 – “Everyone (as in, I see that this now means gentiles also!!!) who believes in [Jesus] receives the forgiveness of sins through His name.”  
5. Now, in Acts 11:15, Peter tells the Jews there that as he “began to speak, the Holy Spirit came down upon them.”  So clearly, this brief gospel summary is enough for the gift of saving faith to take hold of the crowd as we are told of Pentecost number three.  
a. As in Jerusalem in Acts 2, and as in Samaria in Acts 8, so here with these Gentiles, the Holy Spirit descends and His saving presence is evidenced by extraordinary gifts.  
b. And v45 tells us that the Jews there were astonished.  
i. Those who just yesterday they thought of as half-human and unclean and unworthy of a ‘Hi there!,’ let alone the gospel message, have responded to the gospel and have received the Holy Spirit just as they had.  
ii. And this leaves us with a question: Congregation, what does a person most likely to respond to the gospel look like?  Is it a married man dressed in a suit or a prostitute dressed in very little?  
A. And the point of this question is to force us to ask ourselves what our Gentiles look like?   
1) You see, the Holy Spirit sees past burkahs and body piercings.  But often times, we can’t.   We see them and think, waste of time.  Why bother?  
B. And if that is the case, then we have built up barriers to the gospel that need to be torn down.  
iii. So even as we rejoice with what the gospel of Christ does here in Acts 10, we need also to learn the lesson of the super-sizing of Gospel geography.
6. Well, in Corinthians, Paul makes a point of stating that he was very careful not to baptize himself lest people start to claim baptism by the Apostle Paul as more ‘special’ than baptism by an ordinary minister.  
a. And isn’t that exactly the sort of thing sinful Christians like you and me would likely do?  
b. And it seems that Peter also is careful to avoid that possibility here as the Greek of this verse suggests that Peter gave the order and those who came with him did the baptizing.
Well, that brings us then, lastly, to the reaction in Jerusalem.
1. Perhaps you have had that situation, before, when you arrive home and blurt out something fantastic that happened at school or work and someone else makes a comment that just snuffs out your candle.  “Mum, Dad.  Guess what?  I juggled the ball three times in a row!”  And older brother says, “So what?  I could do 20 when I was your age!”  
a. Well, at first, it looks like the same sort of water will be poured on the super-sized gospel fire before it has begun to blaze.  For some are not happy at all with what they have heard.  In fact, so horrified are they by this news that Peter is criticized.  
b. Now, we can really only guess what is meant here by Luke’s reference to the circumcised believers.  
i. Some commentators suggest that it was a faction of the church that later became what Paul calls the Judaizers, while others equate it with all those born as Jews and circumcised.  Clearly though, these are those who have not yet caught the super-sized gospel vision.  
A. And in this respect, we could also call them a pack of Jonahs!  
1) You boys and girls will remember that after Jonah had preached to the people of Nineveh, they repented.  Well, the people of Nineveh were also Gentiles.  And Jonah was furious with God.  As far as he was concerned the words repentance and Gentile didn’t belong in the same sentence!  
2) And so, this pack of Jonahs want some answers from Peter.
2. Now, students of Greek rhetoric, or debate, will learn that there is a classic way to structure your argument.  You begin with a proemmium, an introduction, you then move to your narratio, the account of what happened, you then give your probatio, the proof of your argument, and then end with your peroratio, or your concluding, rhetorical question that demands the yes of agreement.  
a. And this is pretty much exactly what Peter does here.  
i. He begins and then lays out the account of what happened.  
A. And he begins’ of course, with his vision.  He tells how the Holy Spirit told him to go with the men who came and how seven of them went who can now testify to the truth of what Peter will say.  
ii. And then he provides his proof – Pentecost happened there, to those Gentiles, just as it did to us.  
iii. And Peter’s point is this: If they believe in the same Lord Jesus Christ that we do, and if the same Holy Spirit has come down to live in them as has come to live in us, just as John spoke of, and if He has given them the same gifts, and if our God is one God, then surely we must be one in Christ?  
b. And His case cannot be denied.  And so, we are told, “When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, "So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life."”
i. God’s promise to Abraham, Psalms like Psalm 87, Isaiah’s prophecies about the Gentiles, all of these are understood that day, by the church, as having come to fruition there in Caesarea.  
A. The scope of Jesus’ saving power is embraced.  
B. The gospel horizons of the largely Jewish church have been super-sized.
Well, two brief points, then, by way of application, as we conclude.
1. While doing a little bit of research back at Seminary, I once looked at the website of a Reformed denomination in the USA.  And on their home page, it said this: We are committed to singing only Psalms in worship, singing without any musical accompaniment, no worship services on Christmas or Easter, and the KJV of the Bible.  Now, that was not all that the page said.  The gospel was there also.  
a. And while there may or may not be something useful in those positions, my purpose in mentioning that website is to demonstrate that such great care needs to be taken with anything that can become a barrier to the gospel. 
i.  For the danger in the message of a website like that is the danger of the wrong sort of super-sized gospel – the gospel plus this Bible version or this worship practice or this doctrinal distinctive or this political sympathy or this style of dress or this way of spending your Sunday or just this list of books and movies or whatever else we add to the gospel.  
A. You see, we then run the risk of creating our own, personal Gentiles.  
b. But what happened here in Acts 10-11 is that God stripped Peter of old Jewish and new Christian ‘traditions’ that were hindering His gospel purposes.  And what Peter was effectively left with was Christ alone – Christ alone.  
i. And we also need to examine ourselves in this regard.  Are we clinging to traditional beliefs or man-made practices that are in the way of gospel progress?  
A. And this is not a call to ditch all tradition or to change when there is no biblical support or to soften our commitment to Scripture.  
B. But not that long ago Peter stood shoulder to shoulder with these men here in Jerusalem committed to a certain list of things that made you a solid believer.  
1) Now though, having had those views chiseled off by Christ, Peter stood alone for the gospel; Peter admitted that he was wrong, which meant, by implication, that they were wrong; Peter renounced his commitment to man-made traditions.  
a) And look at how God used his humble obedience!  
C. Our prayer should be, then, that God would also chisel off anything that we are clinging to that hinders gospel progress.
2. But secondly and lastly, note also that up till now, these believers thought of Jerusalem as the centre of the universe.  God’s plan, however, was for new churches to be established that would continue to stretch the frontiers of the gospel’s geography.  
a. New churches, however, require a super-sized vision.  
b. New churches require believers who don’t just come along to the minimum, but who pour themselves out and invest themselves in the service of Christ.  
c. New churches require people who are not seeking a comfortable place but people who are ready to do and to go whatever and wherever the gospel of Christ demands.  
i. Are you that kind of believer?  
ii. Are we that kind of church?  
iii. Are we another launching post for the advance of the super-sized gospel geography?  Shall we pray.

